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In late April 1988, the Yalumba
team of winemakers sat down to
taste all the new 1988 vintage
wines. An exceptional parcel of
Coonawarra Cabernet Sauvignon
was the highlight of the first day's

tasting.

Meanwhile on the other side of the
winery, Andrew Broad, Master
Cooper, has just discovered a pile
of 1980 Missouri oak staves
apparently forgotten and now
seasoned for an additional eight
years. This windfall yields 53
new American oak octaves, small
oak barrels that have a volume of
80 litres. InJune 1988, the excep-
tional Coonawarra Cabernet
Sauvignon is selected to fill the
octaves. In June 1991, from the

octaves emerges Octavius.

Cardinal red in colour, youthful,
despite its age, the powerful nose
i a combination of ripe fruit, cof-
fee, mocha and vanilla. A rich,
velvety wine that slides over the

palate in waves of fruit and oak.

Simon Adams, the winemaker,
rates ita long term cellaring propo-

sition

Awarded top of class 47 and cham-
pionship in Melbourne 1990, and
top of class 46 in Melbourne 1991.

Harvested: ~ March 1988

Wood: American oak
octaves for 3 years

Alcohol: 12.3%

Total acid: 6.0 g/l

Bottled: June '91
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The Wine Society Trophy Melbourne 1992 for the best Dry Red Table Wine in Open Classes 46 through 49
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